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The Weekly Journal for Church Bell Ringers since 1911 

      

A subscription to The Ringing World gives you a weekly supply of news, 
letters and useful information about bell ringing 

Don't rely on the tower copy - get your own 

Contact us for a free sample copy 

Eagleside House, 7 Chantry Street, 
Andover, Hants SP10 1DE 

Tel: 01264 366620 
E-mail: admin@ringingworld.co.uk 

Support your weekly journal 
-  it's more than a week's worth of news 
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EDITORIAL

  
We have pleasure in producing this edition of the Association’s Newsletter as a printed 
booklet. This follows many comments we received after the production of the last 
Newsletter as a document on the Association’s web site, available for downloading by tower 
correspondents and others and then printing off. Far too many people had great difficulty in 
achieving this.  

The new format is printed by a commercial Company and the advertisements herein have 
paid for this in full. Do please draw the advertisements to your tower’s members and PCC 
and consider making use of what is offered. The Newsletter is still available on the 
Association’s web site for those who wish to access it this way.  

The next Newsletter will come out after the Association’s AGM in May 2008, so please 
send articles for it to either of us by April.  

We hope you enjoy this Newsletter and find it interesting.  

Robert Cater (Robert@thecaters.org.uk)  
Anne Deebank (anne.deebank@virgin.net) Editors.   

ASSOCIATION NEWS

  

General Meeting at Kirklington & Sunday Service Bands Striking 
Competition  

The Striking Competition was held in the morning of 15 September at Wath juxta Ripon - a 
nice, easy, ground-floor ring of six. Seven of the Association’s nine Branches sent teams - in 
many cases the winners of the respective Branch’s own competition. Gail and I judged it.  

The ringing was of a high standard throughout, with all bands ringing 240 changes with 
open leads of either Minor or Doubles. The leaders were closely spaced, with very little in it 
between them. The results were declared at the Meeting in the afternoon as follows:   

Position

 

Band Branch Method

 

Faults

 

1st Leeds, St Peter Leeds Minor 16 
2nd Sheffield Cathedral Sheffield Minor 18 
3rd Northallerton C and N Y Doubles

 

19 
4th Pickering Scarborough

 

Doubles

 

20 
5th Huntington York Minor 24 
6th Wakefield Cathedral

 

Central Minor 25 
7th New Mill Western Doubles

 

30  

Regrettably, no member of the Leeds Parish Church band was present to receive the trophy, 
so that’s the reason there’s no photograph this year. 
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There has since been much chat on the YACR email web site about possible changes to the 
Competition’s timing and management in future years (not to its rules), so we’ll have to wait 
and see what develops  

Ringing took place during the day at Sharow (8), West Tanfield (6), Well (3), Burneston (6), 
Pickhill (6), Kirklington (6) and Masham (10), with a Service being held at Kirklington 
before tea.  

At the Meeting, which around 75 members attended, the usual business took place, with the 
addition of elections for the five posts of the Association’s Central Council Representatives, 
who will hold office for three years from the start of the CC Meeting at Newcastle upon 
Tyne next May. There were six candidates. Andrew Aspland, Neil Donovan, Barrie Dove, 
Dinah Rhymer and Brian Sanders were duly elected. Deborah Thorley was unsuccessful and 
she was very warmly thanked by Barrie Dove on behalf of the Association for her services 
to the CC during her term as one of our Representatives.  

Bob Cater  

Snowdon Dinner 2007  

This year’s Snowdon Dinner was organised by the Leeds and District Branch and held at the 
Pavillions Restaurant, Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate on Saturday 20th October. Forty 
two YACR members and guests enjoyed a three course meal of goat’s cheese and tomato 
tart, pork or stuffed peppers and tarte tatin. The food was delicious and plenty of it – some 
of the pork pieces were enormous! The venue was a super choice for the dinner – the room 
was spacious and well decorated, service was very slick and even a microphone was 
provided. The speakers decided they didn’t need this as they were all used to talking loudly 
– whether from the pulpit, in the classroom or lecture theatre. The dinner attendees also 
looked very decorative. The Leeds Branch ladies had decided to dress up for the occasion 
and a variety of smart dresses were on show. The gentlemen had also followed the theme 
and were well turned out – I particularly admired the beaded shirt.    

The church and the queen were proposed by the president Deborah Thorley who also 
introduced the speakers. Paul  Greenwell replying on behalf of the church gave an amusing 
and well executed speech which focused on the relationship between the clergy and ringers;  
Paul as a ringing vicar being in an ideal position to comment from both sides. He thought 
that all trainee ordinands should learn to ring and that incumbents should know more about 
what happened in the belfry. Conversely ringers should be involved in church life – for 
example becoming members of the PCC. Deborah then introduced Michael Henshaw who 
proposed the toast to Jasper Snowdon and the YACR. Michael was resident in Yorkshire 
until he moved earlier this year to Leicestershire to take up a chair at Loughborough 
University. He commented that he came up to Hull University in 1980- and had stayed in 
Yorkshire for 26 years. He had rung with many YACR members over the years including 
many present at the dinner. His speech was highly entertaining – especially his version of 
the Gilbert and Sullivan song ‘I have a little list’ which detailed the type of visiting ringers 
who you wouldn’t miss in your tower. This included tower grabbers who ring once and then 
make a hasty exit (the president and myself would of course not be recognised here!) There 
were also those ‘expert ringers’ who took over the practice and the ringers who though they 
could ring anything but could in fact ring nothing. The response on handbells was by Leeds 
Branch members who were not experienced handbell ringers but had got together especially 
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for the occasion. Congratulations to them on a great effort. They did enjoy the handbell 
practices and hope to continue handbell ringing, an unexpected bonus outcome from 
arranging a dinner. The photographs show Carole and Peter Kirby, Joan and Peter Dawson, 
Gail Cater, Barrie Dove and Janine Jones. The handbell ringers are Katharine Thorley, 
Angus Dodds and John Leech. 


