‘SPLICED’

OK so you are now cool with calls. What can we think of next to stop you being bored with
change ringing? How about instead of calling ‘Bob!” (to mix just 3 bells) we call a different
method; so all the bells drop what they were doing and, on an instant, all seamlessly start
ringing the new method!! Scary or what!? That's spliced! And why stop at 2 different
methods? There are eight well known Surprise Major methods so how about we learn them
al and allow the conductor to chose which order they’ll be rung but to keep the adrenaline
running, only she knows that order and will give you a maximum of three seconds’ notice of
which method comes next!

‘CHANGE'

When all the bellsin your tower ring once, sequentially, that is a change. The most common
changeis called ‘rounds’ and (for a six bell tower) iswritten *123456’. Some other changes,
such as ‘Queens (135246) have names, most do not; after al, there are 720 different
changes possible with 6 bells! The whole point of change ringing is to avoid the monotony
of hearing the same change repeated over and over again. Methods alow us to ring a
different change each time the bells strike.

EXTENT

To calculate the total number of changes possible for a given number of bells multiply them
together. Thus the total changes on three bells are 1x2x3=6 and for 12 bells:
Ix2x3x4x5x6x7x8x9x10x11x12 = 479,001,600

This number isthe ‘extent’ so the extent on 6 bellsis 720.

PEAL and QUARTER PEAL

The word peal has had many different meanings over the centuries. However, the official
definitions, set by the arcane decisions of the Centra Council of Church Bell Ringers
requires a certain number of changes (typically 5,040 for eight bells - and none of them
repeated!) Unfortunately peals can take around three hours to ring; too long for most people
to endure or to be convenient for service ringing. Thus the ‘Quarter Peal’ was born. As you
might expect, a quarter pea is usually around 1,260 changes long (but again complex rules
mean this number can vary sightly) and takes a more pleasant 40 minutes or so. ‘Quarters
are an excellent way to improve the quality of your ringing and many ringers are part of a
quarter peal band which rings them on a monthly basis.

CORRIGENDUM

In the last Newsletter, under ‘A new President for the Association’ | said the last time |
remembered an election for the post was at Penistone some 40 years ago, between Vernon
Bottomley and Norman Chaddock. My memory and this information are indeed correct in so
far asthey go; but the statement is a little economical with the truth.

In fact there have been two elections since then - between Tom Cox and Wilfrid Moreton in
1981 and between Rev. Giles Galley and Neil Donovan 1996. My apologies.
Bob Cater
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EDITORIAL

We hope you enjoy this edition of the Newdetter. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed. We look to be in quite good shape by the amount and variety of ringing going
on around the Association, although there is always more we can do to encourage the next
generation, as well as support our current bands.

The next edition will come out after the Association AGM in May. Articles should be sent to
Bob by Easter.

Robert Cater (Robert@thecaters.org.uk)
Anne Deebank (anne.deebank@virgin.net)
Editors

ASSOCIATION NEWS

General Meeting at Thrybergh on Saturday 20 September 2008

The meeting was combined with the Final of the Association’s Striking Competition for
Sunday Service bands, the entrants being the winners of the local Branch competitions. It
was held during the afternoon at Rotherham.

Before the meeting the Service was held in Thrybergh Church, conducted by the Rector and
a sumptuous hot meal, running to a choice of several dishes, served to the large gathering by
the local company. They were fulsomely thanked by Peter Sanderson. A collection for the
BRF raised the sum of £150 after recovery of income tax.

Barrie Dove was in the chair for the first time and explained several new initiatives which
had been or were planned to be introduced. The Association’s ‘ Standing Sub-Committee’,
which consists of some of the Association’s Officers and the Chairman or substitutes from
all the Branches, had met for the first time for many years for instance.

A re-vamp of the arrangements for the Snowdon Dinner to get away from the traditional
format was announced, which was well supported. For example, the 2009 Dinner in
Bradford organised by the Western Branch will have short speeches after sitting down and
before the meal is served (as happens at Central Council Meeting Dinners), and will be
followed by a ceilidh. It was thought better to have Dinners in a readily accessible location
and organised by a central grouping rather than by the Branches. To this end a committee
was elected to arrange Dinners from 2010 onwards consisting of the President, Catherine
Simpson, Neil Donovan, Elaine Scott, Sue Green and Anne Deebank.

A review of the arrangements for the Fina of the Striking Competition for future years was
another announcement made, so as to encourage all Branches to enter a team and to make it
easier for participants to stay on for the meeting and declaration of the results. Various
members made helpful suggestions, including having the event in a village location rather
than in atown centre.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

7 February 2009 General Meeting Selby Branch

7 March 2009 General Committee Meeting Sherburn-in-Elmet
9 May 2009 Association AGM Central Branch

19 September 2009  General Meeting Western Branch

17 October 2009 Snowdon Dinner
ASSOCIATION GARMENTS

Bradford (Western Branch)

It will be the 25th anniversary of the Whirlow Ringing Course in 2009 and to celebrate we
would like to produce polo shirts etc with a new emblem. This will include the words
WHIRLOW RINGING COURSE, and the new emblem will aso be used for al future
Y orkshire Association garments which can have individual tower names added.

You are invited to submit your ideas for a new emblem to Dinah Rhymer at 6 Waltham
Lane, Beverley HU17 8HB or drhymer@drhymer.karoo.co.uk before the next Genera
Meeting in February 2009. The winner will receive afree polo shirt.

Dinah Rhymer
RINGING JARGON

More explanations of the jargon used in ringing, courtesy of the Western Branch’s Newsline.
‘WHOLE PULL/HALF PULL’

Some of the earliest jargon we're given in our very first days as learners are *handstroke and
‘backstroke’. In all the confusion of flying ropes and stress we may not realise at first that
the bell sounds once for each of these ‘strokes' or ‘pulls'. If you put together one handstroke
and one backstroke the rope (and the bell!) are back where they started; this congtitutes a
‘whole pull’ and results (obviously) in two strikes of the bell. Now you will see that either a
backstroke or handstroke must be a ‘half pull’ and gives one strike of the bell. Modern
change ringing is normally ‘half pull ringing’, that is, we ring a different change at every
stroke but those of you with a copy of Jasper Snowdon’s book, ‘Ropesight’ can read an
evocative description of half-muffled whole pull ringing also known as ‘ echo changes'.

‘CALLS

Having become bored with the plain course (g.v.) of a method how to get some different
changes (g.v.) and some mental stimulation? This is where the ‘calls come in. By shouting
one of these instructions the conductor tells some of the bells to swap places. This is rather
like the effect when you are ringing call changes but in this case it’s in the midst of a length
of change ringing. Each ringer affected by a call must drop what they were doing and, on an
instant, take up the work of one of the other bells. This muddling up means that the changes
will not run back into rounds as expected but only when a carefully composed series of such
calls makes them do so. In this way many differing lengths of touch (g.v.) can be produced,
right up to the extent (q.v.). The most commonly used call is ‘Bob!” which generaly
changes 3 bells. ‘Single!’ is used less often and changes a pair of bells; however some
methods (e.g. Grandsire) use singles more often; Stedman Doubles exclusively so. Other
more esoteric calls (which you are unlikely ever to hear) include the ‘Holt's Single,
‘Extreme’ and ‘Bingle’!
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RINGING ROADSHOW at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire - 5 & 6 September

Dreadful weather! We arrive at the site in pouring rain and there is a definite reluctance to
get out of the car, but parking next to usis a car load of Thorleys — friendly, familiar faces!
So we hastily pull on waterproofs and scramble out to exchange greetings, which was just as
well as that was the last we saw of each other all day! This gives an idea of what it is like to
go to the Ringing Roadshow — you see lots of people you know but equally you missalot of
people too because it is so big.

It was my first trip to a Ringing Roadshow and | am afraid this will be a personal account. |
apologise to those whose interests lie in entirely different directions, but | didn’t feel that my
remit was to rush round sampling everything in the interests of journalistic endeavour. In
particular, | am ashamed to report that | didn't sample a single mini-ring as my enthusiasm
for getting soaking wet and cold was not high. It must have been disappointing for those who
had taken so much time and trouble to set them up, but | am pleased to report that there were
still quite afew people braving the elements.

| did get round most of the stands although | didn't spend long at any of them. The bell
foundry stands were of interest to David who cast a professiona eye over the wheels,
whereas | had some interest in talking to the IT people. Many YACR people were involved,
including David Hull for the Ringing Foundation who got us to sponsor the long handbell
peal. | went to chat to them whilst they were ringing — it didn’t seem to make one iota of
difference to the striking!

In the Personal Development Zone more Y ACR members were working hard: Barrie Dove,
Janine Jones, Brian Sanders and Gail & Robert Cater, giving opportunities for people to get
handling practice or help with a method on a Wombel. It was well-used and well-organised
and | rather wished | had been involved. However, | did contribute by ringing some
handbells; it went rather well but was totaly inaudible to the spectators because of the
background noise.

So would | encourage people to attend a future Roadshow? | would say it is definitely worth
avidt. You are ailmost certain to meet someone you know but haven't seen for ages; if you
want help or advice you can be pointed in the right direction to get it; if you want to discuss
a new project there are people there with al the relevant information and if you want to be
entertained there are concerts. | just hope that the weather is better next time...

Jennie Town

Roger Green working hard at the Roadshow
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A 10-bell Striking Competition was promoted by Roger Green for 2010, which is reported
separately in this Newsletter, and was supported in principle.

The results of the Striking Competition were then announced by its judge, Heather Peachey -
1% Pickering, 2™ Huntington, 3" Walkley, 4" Tadcaster, 5" Halifax, 6™ K naresborough:
Wakefield did not complete the test piece.

- a: .

Smon Percy of Pickering receivi ng the trophy from Heather Peachey.
‘Ring on 10 in 2010’

At the General Meeting held at Thrybergh on 20 September a proposal that the Association
should designate 2010 as a year to focus on 10-bell ringing within branches was
enthusiastically adopted. A small committee has been formed* to liaise with Branches and
to plan the various events, but essentially the three main ideas are:

1. Encourage al Branches to plan their 2010 programme of activities to enable and
help every member to make some progress on 10 bells — through meetings,
training courses, quarter peals, peas etc — in the hope that those who can
competently ring call changes on 6 at the beginning of the year are given the
opportunity to ring call changes on 10 during the year, and that those who can ring
Bob Doubles at the beginning of the year have the chance to ring Bob Caters or
Royal.

2. Designate Sunday 10 October 2010 (10.10.10) as an Association quarter peal day
— this could be expanded to a quarter peal weekend or week — where Branches
attempt quarter peals at every 10 in their branch (including back or light 10s of
12s). It is hoped that every member of the Association who wants to is given the
opportunity to attempt a quarter on 10.

3. Organise a one-off Association-wide ringing Festival and socia event at a central
location involving 3 separate inter-Branch striking competitions, where Branches
are encouraged to enter up to three different teams:



e oneteam ringing 5 minutes of call changes on 10 with at least 7 members
of the band who are not yet confident of ringing method on 10
competently.

e one team ringing a plain course of Plain Bob Roya with at least 7
members of the band who are not yet confident of ringing surprise roya
competently.

e oneteam ringing half a course of Y orkshire Royal — open to all members.

All participants would meet up after the competitions for the results, and this
would be followed (for those who want to stay and pay) by a buffet meal and
ceilidh. Light refreshments would be provided at each venue during the afternoon
and there would be a bar at the social event in the evening. Additional general
ringing during the day might be arranged.

Clearly, such an event will take some organising, with potentially up to 300 ringers involved.
The next stage is for the organising committee to decide on a definite date and venue for the
event, and then to consult with Branch committees about a suggested detailed format and
rules for the striking contests. We hope to bring you firm proposals in time for the Spring
Newsletter and the Association AGM in May. However, certain arrangements for the year
as awhole could be considered now — for example, Branch committees may want to consider
which 10s can be planned for meetings or training courses during 2010 and Branch peals at
rare or difficult 10s may need booking soon!

Thisisintended as a one-off plan for 2010 with no implications for the format of any future
inter-Branch striking competitions. It is also our intention that there should be no adverse
effects on either the Sunday Service band striking competition or the Snowdon Dinner. But
if it works out well, who knows what 2012 might bring?

Roger Green (lIkley)

* The Committee elected was Roger Green, Brian Sanders, Malcolm Turner and
Deborah Thorley.

Fund raising for the BRF

Most people who attend Association events will be familiar with the idea of passing a plate
around at tea time during a Branch or General meeting to take a collection for the Bell
Repair Fund. Some of you may even Gift Aid aregular amount by Standing Order or by an
envelope at the meeting. As ayoungster (alright, agood forty years ago!), | recall that people
would often give some of the 'small change' from their pockets. In those days, | think most
ringers regarded the bells as the property of the Church and that the same institution would
find most of the larger sums of money needed for major restoration projects.

Around thirty-five years ago, the Association, recognising the need to better manage the
distribution of BRF funds, set up an alocations sub-committee whose aim was to be able to
offer grants up to 10% of the cost of any project. There was realisation that Bell Ringers
needed to organise funding for bells themselves rather than rely solely on the Church. This
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An Evening with the York Minster Bells and Bell Ringers

Several years ago it was possible for the York Minster bell ringers to raise money for funds
by holding an Open Bell Tower Day two or three times a year and charging tourists for
guided tours of the bell towers. After the Dean and Chapter introduced entry charges to the
Minster, it was felt that this way of fund raising for ourselves was no longer viable. This
year we asked the Dean and Chapter if we might host “An Evening with the Minster Bells
and Bell Ringers’ on five occasions in the summer/early autumn and charge for tickets, with
profits going to our own funds. The Dean and Chapter kindly agreed.

Each evening followed the same format: a talk by YMSCR President, David Potter, about
the history of bells and bell ringing, a demonstration of change ringing by members of the
band and then the opportunity to see the bells in action in both the south-west and north-west
towers. Having recently had a 3 octave carillon installed, one of our carillonneurs was able
to demonstrate his skills on this new instrument too. The evening was rounded off with
drinks and nibbles and the opportunity for our visitors to talk to the ringers, ask questions
and find out more about what bellringing entails.

We were delighted with the response. The first two were arranged exclusively for members
of York Civic Trust. The latter ones were aimed at members of the public, local and
visiting, athough some ringers from other parts of Yorkshire showed a keen interest too.
The Dean and Chapter’s Press and Publicity Officer kindly sent out a Press Release and also
arranged for David to be interviewed on BBC Radio Y ork in order to advertise the evenings.

It never failsto amaze us just how exciting, surprising and pleasurable our visitors find these
evenings. They are usualy stunned initiadly by the ringing chamber; presumably because
they expect to find a dark, dusty and cobweb infested room up some dingy staircase, when
the redlity is a beautifully lit, clean and tastefully furnished and carpeted ringing chamber.
Our visitors are further fascinated by the intricacies and complexities of our art, asking many
interesting questions, and usually remarking how much more there is to bellringing than they
ever imagined. Whilst we may bask in the compliments our visitors pay us, their reaction
serves to remind us what a great privilegeitisfor ustoring a Y ork Minster.
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| Visitors enjoying York Minster Ringers
hospitality
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Christine Potter, Hon Sec.
York Minster Society of Change Ringers

[Why don’t you try something like this at your church? Editor]
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vicar, with a bottle of champagne and some beer, which was gratefully received and added to
the celebrations.

The peal band, left toght:

Richard Hobbs, Stuart Raggett,
Thomas Raggett, Tricia West, Clive
Whiteley, Susan Webb, Angela
Spaven and James Gibb.

On the Saturday morning there was an exhibition in the church, which included a display by
the Civic Society of Tadcaster over the last 100 years and a display of ringing at St Mary’s
over the last 400 years. The tower was open to visitors who were able to see the bells, have
a demonstration of ringing and have a go for themselves.

In the afternoon ringers who had rung at the tower in the past or who had connections with
the Tadcaster ringers attend a ringing session, which included three leads of Tadcaster
Surprise Major.

In the evening we had a grand parish supper, to give an opportunity for everybody to join in.
Those tlat attended enjoyed a splendid meal, after which the vicar performed a special poem
that she had written for the occasion and then had everybody in stitches with one of her

comical stories. Thiswas followed by a demonstration of handbell ringing and a chance for

those present to have a go at handbell ringing for themselves, which caused as many laughs

as the vicars comic story. It was a wonderful evening to end a memorable day.

At the Sunday morning service thanks were given for the bells, which pagentral theme
to the service.

To round off the celebrations a quarter
peal of 1260 changes of bob doubles
was rung by a regular Sunday evening
service band prior to the evening
service.

Quarter peal band left to rightartin
Hardgrave, Susan Vibb, Thomas
Raggett, Tricia West, Stuart Raggett and
Tony Dawson.
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